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THE EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT 

During the Easter Vigil, the Church reads the account of creation as a prophecy. 
In the resurrection, we see the most sublime fulfillment of what this text describes 
as the beginning of all things. God says once again: “Let there be light!” The 
resurrection of Jesus is an eruption of light. Death is conquered, the tomb is 
thrown open. The Risen One himself is Light, the Light of the world. With the 
resurrection, the Lord’s day enters the nights of history. Beginning with the 
resurrection, God’s light spreads throughout the world and throughout history. 
Day dawns. This Light alone – Jesus Christ – is the true light, something more 
than the physical phenomenon of light. He is pure Light: God himself, who causes 
a new creation to be born in the midst of the old, transforming chaos into cosmos. 
–Pope Benedict XVI 

THE PREPARATION OF THE CANDLE 
V. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

R. 

V. The Lord be with you. 

R. 

 

Dear brethren, on this most sacred night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed over from death to life, the Church calls upon her sons and 
daughters, scattered throughout the world, to come together to watch 
and pray. If we keep the memorial of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this 
way, listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, then we shall 
have the sure hope of sharing his triumph over death and living with him 
in God. 

 

 



  

The Priest then cuts a cross into the candle with a stylus and makes the 
Greek letter Alpha above the cross, the letter Omega below, and the four 
numerals of the current year between the arms of the cross saying: 
 
1. Christ yesterday and today 
2. the Beginning and the End 
3. the Alpha 
4. and the Omega. 
5. All time belongs to him 
6. and all the ages. 
7. To him be glory and power 
8. through every age and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
When the cutting of the candle has been completed, the Priest inserts five 
grains of incense into the candle in the form of a cross, saying: 
 
1. By his holy 
2. and glorious wounds, 
3. may Christ the Lord 
4. guard us 
5. and protect us. Amen. 
 
The Priest lights the paschal candle, saying: 
 
May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts 
and minds. 
 
The Priest then intones the chant: 
 
V. Lumen Christi. 
R. 
 
 
 
Arriving in the Sancuary, the Priest 

V. The Light of Christ. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven, exult, let Angel ministers of 
God exult, let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty King’s 
triumph! Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with light 
from her eternal King, let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end 
to gloom and darkness. Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed 
with the lightning of his glory, let this holy building shake with joy, filled 
with the mighty voices of the peoples. 

Therefore, dearest friends, standing in the awesome glory of this 
holy light, invoke with me, I ask you, the mercy of God almighty, that he, 
who has been pleased to number me, though unworthy, among the 
Levites, may pour into me his light unshadowed, that I may sing this 
candle’s perfect praises. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is truly right and just, with ardent love of mind and heart and 
with devoted service of our voice, to acclaim our God invisible, the 
almighty Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord, his Son, his Only Begotten. 

Who for our sake paid Adam’s debt to the eternal Father, and, 
pouring out his own dear Blood, wiped clean the record of our ancient 
sinfulness.  

These, then, are the feasts of Passover, in which is slain the Lamb, 
the one true Lamb, whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers. 

This is the night, when once you led our forebears, Israel’s 
children, from slavery in Egypt and made them pass dry-shod through 
the Red Sea. 

This is the night that with a pillar of fire banished the darkness of 
sin. 



  

This is the night that even now, throughout the world, sets 
Christian believers apart from worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, 
leading them to grace and joining them to his holy ones. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the prison-bars of death and 
rose victorious from the underworld. 

Our birth would have been no gain, had we not been redeemed. O 
wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all telling, 
to ransom a slave you gave away your Son! 

O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by the Death 
of Christ! 

O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer! 
O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour 

when Christ rose from the underworld! 
This is the night of which it is written: The night shall be as bright 

as day, dazzling is the night for me, and full of gladness. 
The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, washes 

faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives 
out hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the mighty. 

On this, your night of grace, O holy Father, accept this candle, a 
solemn offering, the work of bees and of your servants’ hands, an evening 
sacrifice of praise, this gift from your most holy Church. 

But now we know the praises of this pillar, which glowing fire 
ignites for God’s honour, a fire into many flames divided, yet never 
dimmed by sharing of its light, for it is fed by melting wax, drawn out by 
mother bees to build a torch so precious. 

O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those of 
earth, and divine to the human. 

Therefore, O Lord, we pray you that this candle, hallowed to the 
honour of your name, may persevere undimmed, to overcome the 
darkness of this night. 

Receive it as a pleasing fragrance, and let it mingle with the lights 
of heaven.  

May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: the one 
Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, who, coming back from 
death’s domain, has shed his peaceful light on humanity, and lives and 
reigns for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

Dear brethren, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen 
with quiet hearts to the Word of God. Let us meditate on how God in 
times past saved his people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son 
as our Redeemer. Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal 
work of salvation by the fullness of redemption. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 
GENESIS 1:1-2:2 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was a formless void, there was darkness over the deep, and God’s spirit 
hovered over the water. 

God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. God saw that 
light was good, and God divided light from darkness. God called light 
‘day’, and darkness he called ‘night.’ Evening came and morning came: 
the first day. 

God said, ‘Let there be a vault in the waters to divide the waters in 
two.’ And so it was. God made the vault, and it divided the waters above 
the vault from the waters under the vault. God called the vault ‘heaven.’ 
Evening came and morning came: the second day. 

God said, ‘Let the waters under heaven come together into a single 
mass, and let dry land appear.’ And so it was. God called the dry land 
‘earth’ and the mass of waters ‘seas’, and God saw that it was good. 

God said, ‘Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, 
and fruit trees bearing fruit with their seed inside, on the earth.’ And so 
it was. The earth produced vegetation: plants bearing seed in their 
several kinds, and trees bearing fruit with their seed inside in their 
several kinds. God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning 
came: the third day. 

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to divide day 
from night, and let them indicate festivals, days and years. Let them be 
lights in the vault of heaven to shine on the earth.’ And so it was. God 
made the two great lights: the greater light to govern the day, the smaller 
light to govern the night, and the stars. God set them in the vault of 
heaven to shine on the earth, to govern the day and the night and to 
divide light from darkness. God saw that it was good. Evening came and 
morning came: the fourth day. 

God said, ‘Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth within the vault of heaven.’ And so it was. God 
 
 



  

created great sea-serpents and every kind of living creature with which 
the waters teem, and every kind of winged creature. God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters 
of the seas; and let the birds multiply upon the earth.’ Evening came and 
morning came: the fifth day. 

God said, ‘Let the earth produce every kind of living creature: 
cattle, reptiles, and every kind of wild beast.’ And so it was. God made 
every kind of wild beast, every kind of cattle, and every kind of land 
reptile. God saw that it was good. 

God said, ‘Let us make man in our own image, in the likeness of 
ourselves, and let them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of 
heaven, the cattle, all the wild beasts and all the reptiles that crawl upon 
the earth.’ 

God created man in the image of himself, 
in the image of God he created him, 
male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the 

earth and conquer it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven 
and all living animals on the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I give you all the seed-
bearing plants that are upon the whole earth, and all the trees with seed-
bearing fruit; this shall be your food. To all wild beasts, all birds of heaven 
and all living reptiles on the earth I give all the foliage of plants for food.’ 
And so it was. God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good. 
Evening came and morning came: the sixth day. 

Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their array. On the 
seventh day God completed the work he had been doing. He rested on 
the seventh day after all the work he had been doing. 
V. The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 
 CANTICLE 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth; serve the Lord with 
gladness. Vs. Come into his presence in exultation. Vs. Know that the 
Lord is God. Vs. It is he that made us and not we ourselves; we are his 
people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created human nature and still more 
wonderfully redeemed it, grant us, we pray, to set our minds against the 
enticements of sin, that we may merit to attain eternal joys.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

SECOND READING 
GENESIS 22:1-18 

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he called. ‘Here I am’ 
he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a burnt 
offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’ 

Rising early next morning Abraham saddled his ass and took with 
him two of his servants and his son Isaac. He chopped wood for the burnt 
offering and started on his journey to the place God had pointed out to 
him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. Then Abraham said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey. 
The boy and I will go over there; we will worship and come back to you.’ 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering, loaded it on Isaac, 
and carried in his own hands the fire and the knife. Then the two of them 
set out together. Isaac spoke to his father Abraham, ‘Father’ he said. ‘Yes, 
my son’ he replied. ‘Look,’ he said ‘here are the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham answered, ‘My son, 
God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering.’ Then the two of 
them went on together. 

When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, 
Abraham built an altar there, and arranged the wood. Then he bound his 
son Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched 
out his hand and seized the knife to kill his son. 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against 
the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you fear God. 
You have not refused me your son, your only son.’ Then looking up, 
Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush. Abraham took the ram 
and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his son. 

Abraham called this place ‘The Lord Provides’, and hence the 
saying today: On the mountain the Lord provides. 



  

The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. 
‘I swear by my own self – it is the Lord who speaks – because you have 
done this, because you have not refused me your son, your only son, I will 
shower blessings on you, I will make your descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your descendants 
shall gain possession of the gates of their enemies. All the nations of the 
earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, as a reward for your 
obedience.’ 
V. The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE 
Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion; the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem shall never be shaken. Vs. As the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his people, from this time forth 
and for evermore. 

Let us pray. 
O God, supreme Father of the faithful, who increase the children of your 
promise by pouring out the grace of adoption throughout the whole world 
and who through the Paschal Mystery make your servant Abraham father 
of nations, as once you swore, grant, we pray, that your peoples may enter 
worthily into the grace to which you call them. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

THIRD READING 
EXODUS 14:15-15:1 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me so? Tell the sons of Israel 
to march on. For yourself, raise your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the sea and part it for the sons of Israel to walk through the sea on dry 
ground. I for my part will make the heart of the Egyptians so stubborn 
that they will follow them. So shall I win myself glory at the expense of 
Pharaoh, of all his army, his chariots, his horsemen. And when I have 
won glory for myself, at the expense of Pharaoh and his chariots and his 
army, the Egyptians will learn that I am the Lord.’ 

Then the angel of God, who marched at the front of the army of 
Israel, changed station and moved to their rear. The pillar of cloud 
 
 

changed station from the front to the rear of them, and remained there. 
It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. The 
cloud was dark, and the night passed without the armies drawing any 
closer the whole night long. 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove back 
the sea with a strong easterly wind all night, and he made dry land of the 
sea. The waters parted and the sons of Israel went on dry ground right 
into the sea, walls of water to right and to left of them. The Egyptians 
gave chase: after them they went, right into the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, 
his chariots, and his horsemen. 

In the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the 
Egyptians from the pillar of fire and of cloud, and threw the army into 
confusion. He so clogged their chariot wheels that they could scarcely 
make headway. ‘Let us flee from the Israelites,’ the Egyptians cried. ‘The 
Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians!’ 

‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘that 
the waters may flow back on the Egyptians and their chariots and their 
horsemen.’ 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and, as day broke, the 
sea returned to its bed. The fleeing Egyptians marched right into it, and 
the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the very middle of the sea. The 
returning waters overwhelmed the chariots and the horsemen of 
Pharaoh’s whole army, which had followed the Israelites into the sea; not 
a single one of them was left. But the sons of Israel had marched through 
the sea on dry ground, walls of water to right and to left of them. 

That day, the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel 
saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. Israel witnessed the great act 
that the Lord had performed against the Egyptians, and the people 
venerated the Lord; they put their faith in the Lord and in Moses, his 
servant. 

It was then that Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song in 
honour of the Lord: 

 
CANTICLE 

Let us sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and 
his rider he has thrown into the sea; he has become my strength and my 
protection unto my salvation. Vs. This is my God and I will praise him, 
my father’s God and I will exalt him. Vs. The Lord shatters the forces of 
war; the Lord is his name. 

 
 



  

Let us pray. 
O God, whose ancient wonders remain undimmed in splendour even in 
our day, for what you once bestowed on a single people, freeing them 
from Pharaoh’s persecution by the power of your right hand now you 
bring about as the salvation of the nations through the waters of rebirth, 
grant, we pray, that the whole world may become children of Abraham 
and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

FOURTH READING 
ISAIAH 55:1-11 

Thus says the Lord: 
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no 

money, come! Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and 
milk. Why spend money on what is not bread, your wages on what fails 
to satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat and 
rich food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will 
live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant out of the favours 
promised to David. See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples, a 
leader and a master of the nations. See, you will summon a nation you 
never knew, those unknown will come hurrying to you, for the sake of the 
Lord your God, of the Holy One of Israel who will glorify you. 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is 
still near. Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. 
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our God who 
is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not 
your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as high above 
earth as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 
Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not 
return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to 
provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my 
will and succeeding in what it was sent to do. 
V. The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

CANTICLE 
My beloved had a vineyard on a hill, in a fruitful place. Vs. And he fenced 
it in and made a ditch around it, and planted it with the vine of Sorec 
and built a watchtower in the midst of it. Vs. He hewed out a wine vat in 
it. Now, the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty ever-living God, sole hope of the world, who by the preaching 
of your Prophets unveiled the mysteries of this present age, graciously 
increase the longing of your people, for only at the prompting of your 
grace do the faithful progress in any kind of virtue. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

FIFTH READING 
EZEKIEL 36:16-28 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, the 
members of the House of Israel used to live in their own land, but they 
defiled it by their conduct and actions. I then discharged my fury at them 
because of the blood they shed in their land and the idols with which they 
defiled it. I scattered them among the nations and dispersed them in 
foreign countries. I sentenced them as their conduct and actions 
deserved. And now they have profaned my holy name among the nations 
where they have gone, so that people say of them, “These are the people 
of the Lord; they have been exiled from his land.” 

‘But I have been concerned about my holy name, which the House 
of Israel has profaned among the nations where they have gone. 

‘And so, say to the House of Israel, “The Lord says this: I am not 
doing this for your sake, House of Israel, but for the sake of my holy 
name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. 
I mean to display the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned 
among the nations, which you have profaned among them. And the 
nations will learn that I am the Lord – it is the Lord who speaks – when 
I display my holiness for your sake before their eyes. Then I am going to 
take you from among the nations and gather you together from all the 
foreign countries, and bring you home to your own land. 

‘“I shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols. I shall give you a new 
heart, and put a new spirit in you; I shall remove the heart of stone from 
 
 



  

your bodies and give you a heart of flesh instead. I shall put my spirit in 
you, and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances. 
You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors. You shall be my 
people and I will be your God.”’ 
V. The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

CANTICLE 
As a hart longs for flowing streams, so longs my soul for you, O God. Vs. 
My soul thirsts for the living God; when shall I come and appear before 
the face of my God? Vs. My tears have been my food day and night, while 
men say to me daily: “Where is your God?” 

Let us pray. 
O God, who by the pages of both Testaments instruct and prepare us to 
celebrate the Paschal Mystery, grant that we may comprehend your 
mercy, so that the gifts we receive from you this night may confirm our 
hope of the gifts to come.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 

GLORIA 

Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good 
will. We praise you. We 
bless you. We adore 
you. We glorify you. We 
give you thanks for 
your great glory. Lord 
God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son. Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son 
of the Father. You take 
away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on 
us. You take away the 
sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. You 
are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For 
you alone are the Holy 
One. You alone are the 
Lord. You alone are the 
Most High, Jesus 
Christ. With the Holy 
Spirit in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
 



  

COLLECT 
Let us pray. 
O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the glory of the 
Lord’s Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, so that, 
renewed in body and mind, we may render you undivided service. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 
 FIRST READING 

THE LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS 6:3-11 
When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in 
other words, when we were baptised we went into the tomb with him and 
joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 

If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also 
imitate him in his resurrection. We must realise that our former selves 
have been crucified with him to destroy this sinful body and to free us 
from the slavery of sin. When a Christian dies, of course, he has finished 
with sin. 

But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life 
with him: Christ, as we know, having been raised from the dead will never 
die again. Death has no power over him any more. When he died, he died, 
once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that way, you 
too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 
Jesus. 
V. The word of the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God. 
 
The Priest then solemnly intones the Alleluia three times, raising his 
voice by a step each time, with all repeating it. 
 

ALLELUIA 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. Let the 
sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 

GOSPEL 
ST. MATTHEW 28:1-10 

V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your Spirit. 
V. A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
R. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After the sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
of Magdala and the other Mary went to visit the sepulchre. And all at once 
there was a violent earthquake, for the angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat on it. His face was 
like lightning, his robe white as snow. The guards were so shaken, so 
frightened of him, that they were like dead men. But the angel spoke; and 
he said to the women, ‘There is no need for you to be afraid. I know you 
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, 
as he said he would. Come and see the place where he lay, then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, “He has risen from the dead and now he is going 
before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him.” Now I have told you.’ 
Filled with awe and great joy the women came quickly away from the 
tomb and ran to tell the disciples. And there, coming to meet them, was 
Jesus. ‘Greetings’ he said.  

And the women came up to him and, falling down before him, 
clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers that they must leave for Galilee; they will see me there.’ 

 
V. The Gospel of the Lord. 
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 HOMILY 



  

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 

Dear brethren, through the Paschal Mystery we have been buried with 
Christ in Baptism, so that we may walk with him in newness of life. And 
so, now that our Lenten observance is concluded, let us renew the 
promises of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and his 
works and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. 
 
And so I ask you: 
	
V. Do you renounce Satan? 
R. I do. 
 
V. And all his works? 
R. I do. 
 
V. And all his empty show? 
R. I do. 
 
V. Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 
R. I do. 
 
V. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 
R. I do. 
 
V. Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting? 
R. I do. 
 
V. And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and bestowed on us 
forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord, for 
eternal life. 
R. Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY 

V. Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy 
Church. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Accept, we ask, O Lord, the prayers of your people with the sacrificial 
offerings, that what has begun in the paschal mysteries may, by the 
working of your power, bring us to the healing of eternity. Through Christ 
our Lord. 
R. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, at all times to acclaim 
you, O Lord, but on this night above all to laud you yet more gloriously, 
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. For he is the true Lamb 
who has taken away the sins of the world; by dying he has destroyed our 
death, and by rising, restored our life. Therefore, overcome with paschal 
joy, every land, every people exults in your praise and even the heavenly 
Powers, with the angelic hosts, sing together the unending hymn of your 
glory, as they acclaim: 

SANCTUS 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



  

THE ROMAN CANON 
TO YOU, therefore, most merciful Father, we make humble prayer and 
petition through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord: that you accept and 
bless these gifts, these offerings, these holy and unblemished sacrifices, 
which we offer you firstly for your holy catholic Church. Be pleased to 
grant her peace, to guard, unite and govern her throughout the whole 
world, together with your servant N. our Pope and N. our Bishop, and all 
those who, holding to the truth, hand on the catholic and apostolic faith. 
 
Remember, Lord, your servants and all gathered here, whose faith and 
devotion are known to you. For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
or they offer it for themselves and all who are dear to them: for the 
redemption of their souls, in the hope of health and well-being, and 
paying their homage to you, the eternal God, living and true. 
 
Celebrating the most sacred night of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the flesh, and in communion with those whose memory we 
venerate, especially the glorious ever-Virgin Mary, Mother of our God 
and Lord, Jesus Christ, and blessed Joseph, her Spouse, your blessed 
Apostles and Martyrs, Peter and Paul, Andrew, James, John, Thomas, 
James, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Simon and Jude; Linus, Cletus, 
Clement, Sixtus, Cornelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, John and 
Paul, Cosmas and Damian and all your Saints; we ask that through their 
merits and prayers, in all things we may be defended by your protecting 
help. 
 
Therefore, Lord, we pray: graciously accept this oblation of our service, 
that of your whole family, which we make to you also for those whom 
you have been pleased to give the new birth of water and the Holy Spirit, 
granting them forgiveness of all their sins; order our days in your peace, 
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation and 
counted among the flock of those you have chosen. 

 
Be pleased, O God, we pray, to bless, acknowledge, and approve this 
offering in every respect; make it spiritual and acceptable, so that it may 
become for us the Body and Blood of your most beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
On the day before he was to suffer, he took bread in his holy and 
venerable hands, and with eyes raised to heaven to you, O God, his 
almighty Father, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the 
bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

On the day before he was to suffer, he took bread in his holy and 
venerable hands, and with eyes raised to heaven to you, O God, his 
almighty Father, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the 
bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, FOR THIS IS MY BODY, 
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 
 
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took this precious chalice 
in his holy and venerable hands, and once more giving you thanks, he 
said the blessing and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying: 

 
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE 
CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL 
COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY 
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 
 
The mystery of faith. 
 
 
 

Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion, 
the Resurrection from the dead, and the glorious Ascension into heaven 
of Christ, your Son, our Lord, we, your servants and your holy people, 
offer to your glorious majesty from the gifts that you have given us, this 
pure victim, this holy victim, this spotless victim, the holy Bread of 
eternal life and the Chalice of everlasting salvation. 
 
Be pleased to look upon these offerings with a serene and kindly 
countenance, and to accept them, as once you were pleased to accept 
the gifts of your servant Abel the just, the sacrifice of Abraham, our 
father in faith, and the offering of your high priest Melchizedek, a holy 
sacrifice, a spotless victim. 
 
In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God: command that these gifts 
be borne by the hands of your holy Angel to your altar on high in the 
sight of your divine majesty, so that all of us, who through this 
participation at the altar receive the most holy Body and Blood of your 



  

In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God: command that these gifts 
be borne by the hands of your holy Angel to your altar on high in the 
sight of your divine majesty, so that all of us, who through this 
participation at the altar receive the most holy Body and Blood of your 
Son, may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing. 
 
Remember also, Lord, your servants, who have gone before us with the 
sign of faith and rest in the sleep of peace. Grant them, O Lord, we pray, 
and all who sleep in Christ, a place of refreshment, light and peace. 
 
To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners, hope in your abundant 
mercies, graciously grant some share and fellowship with your holy 
Apostles and Martyrs: with John the Baptist, Stephen, Matthias, 
Barnabas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, Felicity, Perpetua, 
Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia and all your Saints; admit us, 
we beseech you, into their company, not weighing our merits, but 
granting us your pardon, through Christ our Lord. 
 
Through whom you continue to make all these good things, O Lord; you 
sanctify them, fill them with life, bless them, and bestow them upon us. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 
R. Amen. 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

Præcéptis salutáribus móniti, et divína 
institutióne formáti, audémus dícere: 

At the Saviour’s command and 
formed by divine teaching, we dare 
to say: 

Our Father, who art in 
heaven, hallowed by thy 
name; thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and 
forgive us our 
trespasses, as we 
forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 

Líbera nos, quǽsumus, Dómine, ab 
ómnibus malis, da propítius pacem in 
diébus nostris, ut, ope misericórdiæ tuæ 
adiúti, et a peccáto simus semper líberi 
et ab omni perturbatióne secúri: 
exspectántes beátam spem et advéntum 
Salvatóris nostri Iesu Christi. 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from 
every evil, graciously grant peace 
in our days, that, by the help of 
your mercy, we may be always free 
from sin and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope and 
the coming of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are 
yours now and for ever. 



  

Dómine Iesu Christe, qui dixísti 
Apóstolis tuis: Pacem relínquo vobis, 
pacem meam do vobis: ne respícias 
peccáta nostra, sed fidem Ecclésiæ tuæ; 
eámque secúndum voluntátem tuam 
pacificáre et coadunáre digneris. Qui 
vivis et regnas in sæcula sæculórum. 

 

 

V. Pax Dómini sit semper vobíscum. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your 
Apostles: Peace I leave you, my 
peace I give you, look not on our 
sins, but on the faith of your 
Church, and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accordance with 
your will. Who live and reign for 
ever and ever. 

 

 
 
 
V. The peace of the Lord be with you 
always. 
R. And with your spirit. 

 

T 

 

 

 

 

AGNUS DEI 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

V. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion may now be made. 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I most firmly believe that You are really present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I place my whole confidence in You, and I love You above all 
things. Oh that I had never offended You! I ardently desire to be united 
to You, my loving Saviour, and never to be separated from You. What 
have I in heaven, and besides You what do I desire upon earth! Veni, 
Domine Jesu! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
Christ, our Paschal Lamb, has been sacrificed; therefore, let us keep the 
feast with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Pour out on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, and in your kindness make 
those you have nourished by this paschal Sacrament one in mind and 
heart. Through Christ our Lord.   
R. Amen. 
 SOLEMN BLESSING 

V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with your spirit. 
 
V. May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter Solemnity and, in 
his compassion, defend you from every assault of sin. 
R. Amen. 
 
V. And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of his 
Only Begotten, endow you with the prize of immortality. 
R. Amen. 
 
V. Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may you 
who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast come with Christ’s help, 
and exulting in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy. 
R. Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, + and 
the Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
R. Amen. 
 



 

MASS TOMORROW MORNING WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED AT 9:30AM 
 
 

PLEASE HELP KEEP US GOING 

Normally at this time of year, we would have lots of people passing 
through the church doors to be with us at Mass. Of course this is 
unfortunately not possible this year. 

However, here at the Shrine, Mass carries on. Although the doors are 
closed to the public, the Mass is still offered on every day, albeit in 
private. Whatever happens in the coming weeks, we will not stop 
offering that Holy Sacrifice to Our Lord. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament will continue – even if it is just Fr Alan on his own in 
church. All of you will continue to be gathered together here in our 
prayers, if not in person. 

Unlike many parishes, we have no investments, no properties from 
which we can collect rent and little cash in the bank. The Shrine is 
funded almost entirely on what people put in the collection each 
week. With the doors of the church closed and with Covent Garden 
feeling rather like a ghost town, we will have no income until life gets 
back to normal. 

If you are able to help us, please visit our website at 
maidenlane.org.uk/support 

If you can, please Gift Aid your donation by simply ticking the 
relevant box during the payment process. This allows us to claim 
25% of your donation from the Government. 

Thank you. 


