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A

t this time of your loss I would like to
offer you my condolences. Please
know that each day those who have
died are remembered at every Mass, as are
those who mourn. I hope the Church’s
prayer will be a comfort and consolation for
you at this testing time.
Preparing the funeral service of someone
who has died can be a difficult thing to face.
This leaflet has been prepared to make the
preparations easier. May the time you spend
reflecting on the Word of God strengthen
your trust and faith in God’s love and mercy.
Please do make an appointment with your
Parish Priest to discuss the funeral
arrangements. He will have a lot of
experience of preparing and celebrating the
Funeral Liturgy of the Church. He will
welcome your suggestions and consider how he can then best prepare the
Liturgy in line with the Church’s tradition, and respectful of your particular
circumstances.
I hope you find what follows helpful at this difficult time.
During this time in which you mourn the loss of a loved one and prepare for
the Funeral Liturgy, I assure you that each day I pray for those who have died
recently. I urge you to make such prayer a conscious part of your day too,
especially at this time. I offer you the prayer which follows for daily use and I
assure you of my blessing.
Lord Jesus, we turn to you in our sorrow. We commend to you the soul of our loved
one who has died. Receive N. (Name of your loved one) into your arms, the arms
opened wide on the Cross to show your love for us. Grant mercy to N. and grant to us
a strong faith in you and a steadfast hope in your promise of eternal life. Eternal rest
grant unto N., O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him/her. May he/she rest in
peace. Amen.

+ Vincent Cardinal Nichols
Archbishop of Westminster
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INTRODUCTION

T

he purpose of the Catholic Funeral Liturgy is to offer worship and
thanksgiving to God, the author of all life; to pray for the repose of the
soul of the deceased, that they may be granted to pass into the Kingdom
of Heaven; and to offer support and comfort to the bereaved. The Church
encourages us to celebrate the funeral in three main stages:
X The Vigil of Prayer, usually the evening before the funeral;
X The Funeral Liturgy, which may be a Mass or a Funeral Service;
X The Committal at the cemetery or crematorium.
It may not always be possible to celebrate all three stages of the Funeral
Liturgy. The most important elements, however, are the Funeral Mass and the
Committal. Please treat this leaflet as a guide and do make arrangements to
speak to Father to discuss your particular circumstances before finalising any
arrangements with the Funeral Director. He will help you ensure that the
services are true to the Tradition of the Church and appropriate to the one
who has died.

DATE AND TIME OF THE FUNERAL

T

he funeral director will liaise with family, parish and
cemetery/crematorium to arrange the day and time of the funeral
service(s). Generally nothing can be done until a death has been
registered. If the cause of death is clear, the doctor will issue a medical
certificate and a notice with information on how to register the death so that
funeral arrangements can then be made. If there is need to report the death to
the coroner (for example when no doctor can issue a medical certificate of
cause of death, if a death is judged unnatural or suspicious, or if a person dies
during an operation), there may be a delay while a post mortem or inquest is
carried out.
The Funeral Mass may be celebrated on any day that is mutually convenient
for you and for the Parish, except on Solemnities that are Holydays of
Obligation, on Thursday of Holy Week, during the Paschal Triduum, and on
the Sundays of Advent, Lent and Easter Time.
The Funeral Mass is ideally celebrated during the course of a morning, to
allow time for the deceased and the mourners to travel to the final resting
place.

THE LITURGICAL RITES
THE VIGIL
This Vigil (sometimes referred to as a Wake) is the first stage of laying the
deceased to rest. Its mood is one of quiet support which helps to prepare the

bereaved for the final leave-taking. It may be held in the home of the deceased
person, in a funeral home or in the church. The body of the deceased may be
present or not. The Vigil has the very specific purpose of attending to the soul
of the dead one. At the Vigil, therefore, prayer for the dead is central, and you
should ask your priest to lead the mourners in the Rosary (Glorious
Mysteries) for the soul of the departed (if no priest is available, you can, of
course, pray the Rosary yourself as a group). Note that the following prayer,
the "Eternal Rest" prayer, is prayed for the dead after each decade of the
Rosary:
Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon him/her.
May he/she rest in peace. Amen.

THE FUNERAL LITURGY
The Funeral Liturgy usually takes the form of the celebration of Mass, the
highest form of prayer in which the Sacrifice of Christ Himself is made
present. In offering this Sacrifice, we commend to God the soul of the
deceased in union with Christ himself. In some circumstances it may be
suitable for the Funeral Liturgy to take the form of a Liturgy of the Word only.
The family and friends of the deceased, if they feel able, can assist during the
Funeral Liturgy in a variety of ways, for example:
X Placing on the coffin symbols of Christian faith, such as the pall (a large
cloth which covers the coffin), a crucifix and an open Bible1.
X Reading the scripture passages or the intercessions.
X A member of the family or a friend may also speak briefly about the
deceased. The Archbishop’s guidance is that this best takes place before
the Liturgy begins. In this way, the family can welcome everyone to the
Funeral Liturgy and speak in remembrance of the person for whom the
prayer of the Liturgy is to be offered. A written text, seen and approved
by the priest beforehand, must always be used.
The Funeral Liturgy should take place in the Church but it may sometimes be
appropriate to hold it in the chapel of a cemetery or crematorium.

HOW DOES A FUNERAL MASS DIFFER FROM A REGULAR MASS?

The Funeral Mass takes the same basic form as the regular Sunday Mass that
Catholics will be most familiar with. The Priest greets the body at the doors of
the church, sprinkling the coffin with Holy Water. The Introductory Rites are
prayed as usual and the readings follow. After the Homily, the Liturgy of the
Eucharist takes place. The main notable difference for the congregation is that
the Sign of Peace is omitted. After Mass, the coffin is sprinkled with Holy
1

Only Christian symbols may rest on or be placed near the coffin during the funeral
liturgy. Any other symbols, for example, national flags, or flags or insignia of associations,
have no place in the funeral liturgy.

Water again and incensed before being carried out of the church to be taken to
the final resting place.

THE COMMITTAL

The final act of saying farewell takes place in a brief service at the graveside or
at the crematorium. When a body is cremated it is encouraged that there be a
further brief service, some time later, for the burial of the ashes.

MUSIC AT FUNERALS

T

he Church gives priority to the singing of the Order of Mass - the
Alleluia, the Sanctus, the Agnus Dei, for example, and the songs proper to
the Funeral Rite. Father will be able to discuss which version of these
will be most fitting. Music at a Funeral Liturgy should always be drawn from
the broad repertoire of Christian hymns and compositions. A piece of music
from another source may be used outside of the Liturgy, at the Reception for
example, provided there is nothing in it inconsistent with the sacred nature of
the place and the occasion. Secular music should, in most cases, be avoided.
In considering what to sing, do take into account the likely congregation and
how they will respond to the invitation to sing. If the congregation is small, or
unfamiliar with singing, it may be better to rely more on the organ or other
instrumental music than song only.

MUSIC SUGGESTIONS

A funeral is one of the Church’s ceremonies which we all hope to not have to
attend frequently. It is therefore understandable that many are unfamiliar
with the music associated with the Funeral Liturgy. Below are some
suggestions of possible options:
X Propers: These are ‘proper’ to the Requiem Mass, and are usually
chanted in Latin by the Schola at the start of Mass, in the place of the
Psalm and Alleluia respectively, at the Offertory and during Holy
Communion. You can listen to these on YouTube (not sung by our
Schola) at this link: goo.gl/Z8Hwi8
X Mass Setting: This is also usually chanted in Latin and includes the
Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus Dei. Again, this can be listened to online at:
goo.gl/7reQsh
X Motets: In the stillness of the Offertory and Holy Communion, some
families opt for some motets, sung by our Schola. Common choices
include Ave Maria and Panis Angelicus: goo.gl/dCTJi6
X Hymns: There may be a particular hymn or hymns that you associate
with the deceased, or which they particularly loved, which you may
wish to have included in the Mass. Please do discuss any you may have
in mind with Father to ensure that they are suitable for the Mass.

ORGANIST & SINGERS AT CORPUS CHRISTI

The Schola Corpus Christi is comprised of both professional and amateur
singers and organists, most of who are, or were at one time, students at The
Royal Academy of Music. It is advisable, in the first instance, to discuss your
music options with Father who will be happy to put you in touch with our
Director of Music who, in turn, will go about booking the required number of
cantors.
As a guide, most families opt for one cantor and one organist. Their fees are
usually organised and paid through your funeral directors. If you wish to
have a family member or friend sing or play at the funeral, an agreement first
needs to be made with the Parish Priest and the Director of Music.

PREPARING THE FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

I

n preparing for a funeral there are many things to prepare and consider.
Preparing the Liturgical arrangements is only one of them.

Also important is the reception afterwards. Often this will be the better place
for the display of photos and the use of popular music that was particularly
liked by the person who has died, or is associated with them by others. These
things can encourage conversation and the sharing of personal memories of
the one who has died, in ways that are especially helpful to the bereaved, to
family and friends.
In the funeral services we particularly focus on the things of faith, and how
these give us hope for ourselves and for the person who has died even in the
midst of the pain of bereavement. In other gatherings before and after the
funeral services our attention is much more singly on the person themselves,
and the place they have in our lives.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

If the deceased had a pre-paid funeral plan a number of features regarding the
funeral will already have been agreed and paid for. Otherwise choosing a
funeral director is a matter for the family. The Parish Priest will be able to
provide you with contact details of a number of local companies that you can
select from with confidence. It is common to invite estimates of costs from
different firms before making your final choice.
Your funeral director will advise you on the options and costs of the services
they can provide. The costs of a burial, headstone and grave maintenance
need to be considered, or crematorium fees is a cremation is chosen.
A stipend or offering to the Parish for the services of the priest leading the
funeral services is usual. In the Archdiocese of Westminster a standard fee is
set by the Parish. This stipend is usually included automatically in the account
prepared by the Funeral Director, although the family is free to make its own

arrangements. There is usually an additional fee for the organist or other
musicians (see above).

BURIAL OR CREMATION?

F

or some families, this can be a contentious issue. For others, it may be a
clear decision, or the deceased may have left a particular intention in
their Will.

Our tradition is to bury the mortal remains of the dead, entrusting them to
God until that day when they are raised to the glory of new life. For centuries
the practice was for the body of the deceased to be interred directly.
In the past 100 years or so, cremation of the body has become a general
practice, largely for environmental and economic reasons. This practice
introduces a delay before the ashes, the cremated remains, can be buried.
The Church used not to permit cremation. This was largely because in earlier
times, enemies of the Church sometimes deliberately burnt the bodies of
Catholic Christians and scattered their ashes, sometimes to ridicule the
Church’s belief in the resurrection, or avoid devotion to the mortal remains
(relics) of her martyrs.
More recently the Church has permitted cremation. The former reasons for
objecting to it do not generally apply, and there may be good environmental
and social reasons for preferring cremation. However cremation is not the
same as burial. Cremation merely speeds up what would be the natural
processes of disintegration of the mortal remains after death.
Therefore after cremation it remains necessary for the ashes, the mortal
remains, to be reverently interred as soon as possible. The burial of the ashes
bears witness to our continued care and reverence for the deceased, and our
trust and expectation that God in his mercy will raise the dead to new life.
The Church does not permit the scattering of ashes. Scattering does not offer
proper reverence to the mortal remains of a Christian, nor respect the
theological symbolism of placing of remains in a burial tomb in anticipation of
the resurrection.
Pope Francis issued a reminder in 2016, stating that “the ashes of the faithful
must be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a cemetery or, in certain cases,
in a church or an area, which has been set aside for this purpose.”
Burial in a cemetery or another sacred place helps ensure that proper piety
and respect is afforded to the bodies of the faithful departed who through
Baptism have become temples of the Holy Spirit and in which “as instruments
and vessels the Spirit has carried out so many good works”.

The burial of the mortal remains of the faithful departed in cemeteries or other
sacred places encourages family members and the whole Christian
community to remember and pray for the dead.
The Church considers the burial of dead one of the corporal works of mercy.
Through the practice of burying the dead in properly approved cemeteries, in
churches or their environs, Christian tradition has upheld the relationship
between the living and the dead and has opposed any tendency to minimise,
or relegate to the purely private sphere, the event of death and the meaning it
has for Christians.
The Parish Priest and your Funeral Directors will be able to offer guidance as
to what burial grounds are available locally.

READINGS
The Word of God is a source of encouragement and consolation for the
faithful of God. It is Jesus who speaks when the Scriptures are read in church.
Even when we read these readings to ourselves privately we are invited to
listen for the voice of the Lord.
The readings listed below are the readings we suggest for the Funeral Mass.
They have been chosen out of the various approved readings for Catholic
funeral services as these are most anciently associated with the Funeral Mass
over the centuries.
For the full selection of approved readings, should you wish to choose others,
please follow the links on the diocesan website (http://www.rcdow.org.uk) to
Liturgy: Resources

HOW MANY READINGS?

There are usually two readings at a Funeral Mass in total – a reading from
Scripture and the Gospel. Occasionally some families choose three readings to
allow other members to take part. The Psalm may be read or sung, if it is
chosen instead of the chanted Proper in Latin.

WHO READS THEM?

The Gospel reading is read by the Priest or Deacon (if there is one). The other
Scripture reading(s) may be read by family members or friends. Please be sure
to choose a reader who is able to read clearly and audibly, so that those
present guests will be able to hear the reading you have chosen. (If you feel
that family members or friends will not be able to read, then please let Father
know, and he will happily arrange for one of the regular parish readers to
read the chosen readings at the funeral.)

SUGGESTED READINGS2
FIRST READING

This reading is included if three readings are chosen.
A reading from the book of Wisdom, 3:1-6. 9
The souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God, no torment shall ever touch
them. In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die, their going looked like
a disaster, their leaving us, like annihilation; but they are in peace. If they
experienced punishment as men see it, their hope was rich with immortality;
slight was their affliction, great will their blessings be. God has put them to
the test and proved them worthy to be with him; he has tested them like gold
in a furnace, and accepted them as a holocaust. When the time comes for his
visitation they will shine out; as sparks run through the stubble, so will they.
They shall judge nations, rule over peoples, and the Lord will be their king for
ever. They who trust in him will understand the truth, those who are faithful
will live with him in love; for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.

SECOND READING
or First Reading if only two readings are desired.
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, 4:13-18
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to
make sure that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have
no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the
same for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can
tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left alive
until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over those who have
died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call out the
command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have
died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive
will be taken up in the clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord in the air.
So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you
should comfort one another.

Scripture texts are taken from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton Longman & Todd Ltd
and Doubleday and Company Ltd.
2

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

This may be read or sung by a cantor, unless the Latin Proper is chanted in its place.
R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.
How gracious is the Lord, and just;
our God has compassion.
The Lord protects the simple hearts;
I was helpless so he saved me. R.
I trusted, even when I said:
‘I am sorely afflicted,’
and when I said in my alarm:
‘No man can be trusted.’ R.
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

This may be read or sung by a cantor, unless the Latin Proper is chanted in its place.
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord, whoever believes in me will
never die.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John, 11:21-27
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died,
but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’
‘Your brother,’ said Jesus to her, ‘will rise again.’
Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last
day.’
Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me,
even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
the one who was to come into this world.’
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